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When an individual’s freedom and human rights are abused, when 
«alternate facts» abound in public spaces, when information is subdued 
and the abuse of power takes place, satirical illustrators have a role to 
play.  Their task is to reveal, expose to ridicule, uncover, and insult. In 
many countries this is  done at their peril, where they risk their lives 
in the name of satire. Freedom of expression is under attack in many 
countries, and political illustrators are being extremely affected.

This exhibition has been produced in collaboration with cartoonist Arifur 
Rahman from Bangladesh, who has himself been a victim of torture 
and imprisonment for his drawings. Via his online magazine «Toonsmag.
com» illustrators around the world have been invited to participate in 
this exhibition. For many illustrators, online-based channels are the only 
outlet for publication.

Vigdis Wolden
Curator

“Freedom of expression is not only one of the basic human rights; it is the 
foundation for all of them, not in the least the freedom of religion. The price 
we must sometimes pay, is that we might feel offended.”
Per Edgar Kokkvold
Writer and Chairman of the Norwegian Broadcasting Council. Former 
newspaper editor, secretary general of the Norwegian Press Association  and 
leader of the Press Complaints Commission



Freedom of Expression – International Cartoon Exhibition 3

Cartoonists
Ahmad Momeny, Afghanistan
Siham Zebiri, Algeria
Walter Gastaldo, Argentina
Leonardo Gauna, Argentina
Arsen Gevorgyan, Armania
Klaus Pitter, Austria
Stefan Wenczel, Austria
Seyran Caferli, Azerbaijan
Arifur Rahman, Bangladesh 
Refat Bin Abdus Salam, Bangladesh
Marina Gorelova, Belarus
Luc Vernimmen, Belgium
Stefaan Provijn, Belgium
Goran Krčmar, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bruno Hamzagic, Brazil
J. Bosco Jacó de Azevedo, Brazil
Laerte Silvino, Brazil
Ivailo Tsvetkov, Bulgaria
Trayko Popov, Bulgaria
Jose Neves, Canada
Ba Bilig, China
Guibao Gai, China
Liu Qiang, China
Elena Ospina, Colombia
Nadim Amín, Colombia
Marko Ivić, Croatia
Mojmir Mihatov, Croatia
Arístides E. Hernández Guerrero, Cuba
Eduardo Núñez Pulido, Cuba
Yoemnis Batista Del Toro, Cuba

Pavel Matuška, Czech Republic
Xavier Bonilla, Ecuador
Sherif Arafa, Egypt
Ricardo Clement Alecus, El Salvador
Yihenew Worku, Ethiopia
Bernard Bouton, France
Sylvain Pongi, France
Jan Tomaschoff, Germany
Augoustinos Kissamitakis, Greece
Konstantinos Tsanakas, Greece
Evelyn De Paz, Guatemala
István.Kelemen, Hungary
B V Panduranga Rao, India
Jeevan shetty, India
Djoko Susilo, Indonesia
Jitet Kustana, Indonesia
Ehsan Cheraghi Iranshahi, Iran
Ehsan Ganji, Iran
Mahdi Afradi, Iran
Saeed Sadeghi, Iran
Seyed Ali Miraee, Iran
Handren Khoshnaw, Iraq
Moshe Kanaskevich, Israel
Agim Sulaj, Italy
Alessandro Gatto, Italy
Marco De Angelis, Italy
Galym Boranbayev, Kazakhstan
Vladimiras Beresniovas, Lithuania
Jordan Pop-Iliev, Macedonia
Angel Boligan, Mexico



4 Freedom of Expression – International Cartoon Exhibition

Fernando Mendoza Resendiz, Mexico
José Antonio Rodríguez García, Mexico
Darko Drljevic, Montenegro
Jalal Hajir, Morocco
Aung Ko Ko, Myanmar
Arend van Dam, Netherlands
Wilber Chavarria Centeno, Nicaragua
Azuka Nwokocha, Nigeria
Firuz Kutal, Norway
Julio Carrión Cueva, Peru
Pepe Sanmartín, Peru
Victor Sanjinez García, Peru
Dariusz Dabrowski, Poland
Marcin Bondarowicz, Poland
Antonio Manuel Santos, Portugal
Antonio Santos, Portugal
Cornel Chiorean, Romania
Costel Patrascan, Romania
Doru Axinte, Romania
Liviu Stanila, Romania
Marian Avramescu, Romania
Alexander Shmidt, Russia
Andrei Popov, Russia
Igor Pashchenko, Russia
Mikhail Zlatkovsky, Russia

Dusan Gadjanski, Serbia
Miro Stefanović, Serbia
Nedeljko Ubović, Serbia
Slobodan Obradovic, Serbia
Spiro Radulovic, Serbia
Barvircak Miroslav, Slovakia
František Bojničan, Slovakia
Anne Derenne, Spain
Josef Prchal, Spain
Manuel Arriaga, Spain
Hasan Darwish, Syria
Wissam Asaad, Syria
Mohammed Jumanne, Tanzania
Tawan Chuntra, Thailand
Eray Özbek, Turkey
Ismail Kar, Turkey
Mehmet Arslan, Turkey
Oğuz Gürel, Turkey
Alexander Dubovsky, Ukraine
Oleg Gutsol, Ukraine
Benjamin Slyngstad, USALuis Haro 
Domínguez, Uruguay
Makhmudjon Eshonkulov, Uzbekistan
Iván Lira, Venezuela
Jose Alberto Miquilena, Venezuela
Simon Nsaka, Zambia
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My reflexion on freedom of speach
Freedom of speech – freedom of expression is a basic human right. It 
gives you the opportunity to express an opinion in any form, in any media 
without being censored.  But “free” doesn’t mean that it comes without 
sacrifice.

Freedom of expression can be difficult to achieve and protect. It 
demands awareness to understand the value, and acknowledgment 
of the responsibility needed to protect it and practice it. Freedom of 
expression is not just a written word, it also defines actions. 

In some countries the freedom of expression is oppressed or limited. But 
at the same time there are countries that consider this freedom as the 
basis for all human rights, including freedom of religion.

If you plant a tree, and don’t give it the freedom to grow up, and you 
cut its branches, ultimately it is not going to be a normal tree. It is 
going to be a bonsai tree. We are not trees, we are human beings, but 
the principal is the same. As a human being, we all deserve the rights 
of freedom of speech – freedom of expression. We should all be free to 
think whatever we like, and we all should have the rights to express our 
thoughts and opinions.

There is a word call ‘unlimited’. I very much disagree with it. I think 
nothing is unlimited in this world. I think freedom also has limitations. 
With “freedom” follows the responsibility for showing respect towards 
yourself and towards others, and their rights as well.

Arifur Rahman



mia.no/avistegnerne


